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The Sultan on his second day's march heard that German troops had been seen at the junction of the Theiss and the Danube, and halted and called another council of war. It was evident that if both armies continued their march, a few days would bring the Germans between the Sultan's army and Belgrade. While Transylvania was being won, service might be lost. Almas the Vazi'r spoke out at the Council, and said that it was idle to talk of conquering this or that province while the enemy had a large army in the field. They should find him, and beat him, and then they might do as they liked. The enemy's field army should be their object.
The fickle Sultan followed his favourite's advice, and the army headed westwards for the Theiss; they found the passage of the river obstructed by six thousand German horse and dragoons, the advanced guard of Eugene's army. They bravely repulsed several attempts of the Turks to cross the river in boats, until the Turkish flotilla, which had been ordered up by the Sultan from Belgrade on his change of route, arrived upon the scene. The Germans, finding themselves over-matched, fell, back upon their main body; and the Turks laid their pontoons and crossed the river. The Vazfr caused the dead bodies of 300 Germans killed in the fight, to be exposed to the view of the army,
A third Turkish Council of war now came to the conclusion that a coup de main might be attempted on Petervaradein before the German army could arrive to its help, They calculated that crossing the Danube and storming the city would occupy them for two days, and the German army could not possibly come up with them for three days yet; and the Sultan sent Shdhbaz Girai Khan, with his Tartar horse, to lay waste the country and to retard Prince Eugene's advance. Shahbaz Gir&i Khan set fire to the long grass with which the great plain between the Theiss and the Danube was covered, and reduced the country to a smoking desert. The Sultan marched on along the northern bank of the Danube, till he came opposite to Petervaraclein ; there was a bridge connecting the town with the northern or left bank of the river which the Turks thought to seize ; but it was commanded by the caunon of the town, and they could not approach it. They therefore began to lay down a pontoon bridge across the stream lower down. But the garrison from an island in the river interrupted the work with their guns, and sank the bridge, after it was almost ready, and, though on the second day the Turkish flotilla, coming up, drove the Christians from the island, yet the bridge w&s not finished till late in the third day ; and lo! as the Muazzins in the Turk's camp proclaim, the hour of sunset .prayer, they are answered by the /strains of martial music, and the army of Prince Eugene marches